Of God who Comes to Mind --- an 


interreligious approach. 

“Of God who Comes to Mind” is a book by the 
famous Torah scholar and philosopher, 
Emmanuel Levinas. The basis of any dialogue 
between Hindus and Roman Catholics has to 
begin and end with God. Whether we call this 
liberating Lord of history, Shakti, Brahman or 
YHWH does not matter. What matters is that any 
dialogue which is not centred on the numinous is 
not worth having. So, what can we both agree 
upon when we speak of God? Here are a few 
attributes of God/Brahman/Shakti that we as two 
separate religions can agree upon. Unless we 
focus on these as our starting point, we will 
needlessly argue with each other. 

® God is self-created. God in both our religions 
has the attribute of aseity. God is. God does not 
need us, we need God. And this God, in both our 
religions, is a God who preferentially opts to be 
with the marginalised and the weak in our society. 
Christ halted the march of the mighty Roman 
empire through His Crucifixion and Resurrection. 
Within Hinduism, and especially Shakti Upasana, 
we hold that this God whom we worship as 
Mother, the Devi, from the beginning of time, 
preferentially takes the side of victims of injustice 
and systemic wrongs. You call this Original Sin; we 
see them as accrued and fructifying karma. Here 
we diverge from each other, and within the space 
of interreligious dialogue, one has to be very 
careful that the non-negotiables of both our 
Faiths do not become distractions. But [ must be 
honestand say that the concept of the preferential 
option for the poor while existing within 
Hinduism for millennia; I borrow in a spirit of 
universal inculturation from Roman Catholicism 
and VaticanII. 

® God is omniscient, omnipresent and 
omnipotent. There is no place where God is not. 
He isin Sheol too. We in our Scriptures say that the 
Deviis everywhere, “Yaa Devi Sarva-Bhutessu” --- 
She is everywhere. She pervades everything 
without being that thing. In the Bhagavad Gita, 
the same idea is there. The Gita is essentially a 
discourse based on Samkhya philosophy which is 
the cornerstone of Yoga --- there too God, or 


“Purusha” in the Purusha-Prakriti dyad pervades 
everything without being any of those things. 
YHWH is Power, the attribute of YHWH as the 
Father of Christ, is absolute sovereignty over 
everything. As St. Ignatius of Loyola pointed out, 
God is His Majesty. Within my marga, the Devi is 
of the nature of Power --- “shakti rupena 
samsthita”. She is Shakti. Adi Sri Shankaracharya 
Bhagavadpada, the greatest commentator on the 
Upanishads, says that God is of the nature of 
power. God's attribute is not power. God is 
absolute Power. We, within Tantra, following the 
Rg Vedic dictum, 'be a god to worship God’; we 
offer hyperdulia to Shakti and Her manifestations 
as Mahavidyas. 
@ About the weakness of God, | think we as Shakti 
worshippers can agree with you that God is truly 
weak even in our religion. Because the nature of 
God cannot be different in different religions. 
When we worship Shakti, She dazzles our eyes. 
When Arjuna saw the real form of Lord Krishna as 
shown in the Bhagavad Gita, he became overawed 
and afraid --- he asked the Lord to appear to him 
as a friend. Maa Tara came to Baba Vamdev as a 
mother; notas Shakti. No man can encounter God 
unless God chooses to becomelike unto us. This is 
something we need to discuss further. Again, ina 
spirit of openness and agreeing with Vatican I, 
which I had discussed in an earlier issue of this 
paper, I think the time has come for Hindu 
theologians to seriously rethink the weakness of 
God so well expounded by theologians like Jiirgen 
Moltmann and deconstructionist philosophers 
like John Caputo. 
These are just preliminary considerations, and it 
is high time that we think more of God in our 
shared projects than of worldly things. The time 
given to us is so tiny in thescheme of things that it 
is useless to carp about religious relativism. In 
Indian Catholic Matters, I have written how the 
question of religious relativism does not arise in 
Hinduism. Further, we can sally clever repartees 
about the textual register “God” and its Sanskrit 
cognates; these will lead nowhere. We are Indians 
and we need to converse more about God within 
our nation's pluralism. need to be more like Fr. 
Raimundo Panikkar and Fr. Anthony D'MelloSJ. 
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